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BOOK NOTICES. 

Siidafrika. Eine Landes-, Volks- und Wirtschaftskunde. Von 
Prof. Dr. Siegfried Passarge. xii and 355 pp., 47 Illustrations, 34 
Maps, Diagrams, Bibliography, and Index. Quelle & Meyer, Leipzig, 1908. 

A geographical and cultural summary of South Africa by one of the German 
masters of geographical science. The book naturally differs much from Dr. Pas- 
sarge's great work on the Kalahari. He went to South Africa especially to make 
a thorough study of the Kalahari as a distinctive geographical unit in the south- 
ern part of the continent, and his large volume is the authoritative utterance on 
that region. At the same time, he had an opportunity to observe many parts of 
the various countries of South Africa and to get a first-hand view of their condi- 
tion and peoples. These personal observations, together with the material sup- 
plied by the works of the leading writers on South Africa (of which he prints a 
list on pp. 342-3), have been used in the preparation of the present volume. It 
Is intended for a wide circle of readers to whom it is to be commended as a well- 
arranged and superior delineation of the physical and cultural features of South 
Africa, a harmonious picture of the land and its inhabitants. 

All phases of the description show the clear insight and the discriminating 
selection of data which mark the geographical expert. The first four chapters 
relate to the geographical position and discovery of South Africa and its oro- 
graphical, hydrographical, and climatic conditions. Two chapters are given to 
its geological formations and their history, two to its flora and fauna, and seven 
to the highlands, lowlands, steppes, basins, folded mountains, and other physio- 
graphical features. After a discussion of the origin of the Kalahari and the prob- 
lem of climatic changes, eleven chapters (about half the book) are devoted to the 
cultural features and requirements and the inhabitants — communications, health 
conditions and minerals, a short sketch of South African history, distribution of 
races, physical and intellectual conditions of the native, foreign, and mixed races, 
South African languages, a general review of cultural conditions in the whole of 
Africa, the indigenous culture of the South African natives of to-day and of the 
prehistoric inhabitants, and European culture and influence. The Portuguese, 
German, and British colonies are then described, and the volume ends with a few 
pages on future development, the author taking the view that the native question 
is the greatest problem which confronts South Africa. 

The work is illuminative from beginning to end and is a very conspicuous 
addition to our resources for learning what is best worth knowing of the geog- 
raphy, natural wealth, peoples, and prospects, of the southern part of Africa. 
Its photographs, sketch maps, and profiles are excellent. 

L'Etna. By Giuseppe de Lorenzo. 154 pp., 150 Illustrations, and 3 
Tables. Istituto Italiano d'Arti Grafiche, Bergamo, 1907. (Price 5.50 lire.) 
One of the beautifully illustrated monographs in the "Italia Artistica" series. 
Each monograph is given to a single city or region. The handsomest of photo- 
graphic reproductions adorn every page or are spread out into folded panoramas. 
The letterpress is graphically descriptive and typography and paper help to make 
an attractive volume. In the present number, Mount Etna is described and pic- 
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tured from all points of view and from base to top. Sixty-four photographs are 
given to the mountain alone and we see all its aspects in quietude and eruption, 
even to the interior of the most important craters. The descriptions are based 
upon the geology and geography of the region, the story of the volcano in historic 
times is told, and the setting of the great mountain, from the sea to the hills and 
plains bordering the inland slopes with their towns and hamlets, people and little 
farms, is well described in text and picture. The book is meant for the general 
reader and tourists will find it very helpful. 

Canada's Fertile Northland. A Glimpse of the Enormous Re- 
sources of Part of the Unexplored Regions of the Dominion. 
Edited by Captain Ernest J. Chambers. 139 pp., 17 Half-tone 
Illustrations and 5 Coloured Maps in Case. Published under Direction of R. E. 
Young, Department of the Interior, Ottawa, 1907. 

Contains the evidence heard before a Special Committee of the Dominion 
Senate during the session of 1906-07 and the report based upon it. In his intro- 
duction Captain Chambers says that at the present rate of immigration, Canada's 
future expansion in agricultural, lumbering, mining and industries will depend 
upon the exploitation of the vast, unexplored northland. In 1905 Mr. R. E. Young 
prepared a statement showing that the available lands for free homesteads in the 
present area of settlement in the western provinces would be exhausted before 
very long, and calling attention to the possibilities further north and the paucity 
of information about the country to the north of the Saskatchewan basin. 

The result was that a Senate Committee was appointed to inquire and report, 
from time to time, as to the resources and value of the region north of the Sas- 
katchewan watershed between the Rocky Mountains and Hudson Bay, comprising 
the northern parts of Alberta and Saskatchewan Provinces and the Mackenzie 
Territory. The Committee was empowered to send for persons, papers and rec- 
ords, and more than a month in February and March, 1907, was given to taking 
testimony. The first investigation was practically completed by April and the 
results are told in this book. 

In the evidence heard before the Committee some striking facts stand out 
prominently, a number of which are summarized in the Introduction. Mr. A. P. 
Low, for example, said that Ungava possesses a belt of iron-bearing rock, probably 
100 miles long and 200 to 300 miles wide, which in the future will furnish a large 
supply of iron for Canada. He also said that in the region north of Lake Winni- 
peg is an area of 5,000 to 10,000 square miles of country adapted for agriculture. 

Mr. W. F. Breden, a member of the Alberta Legislature, estimated the area 
of the available agricultural lands in northern Alberta and Mackenzie at 
100,000,000 acres. Others testified that at a point some 400 miles due north of 
Edmonton splendid crops of wheat, barley, oats, peas, etc., have been regularly 
raised for more than twenty years, the product for 1906 being 25,000 bushels. The 
production of grain in these sparsely settled regions has resulted in the establish- 
ment of local grist mills of considerable capacity which manufacture flour by 
modern processes. Potatoes and other vegetables have for years been satisfactorily 
cultivated at Fort Good Hope, on the Mackenzie River, 14 miles from the Arctic 
Circle. Vegetation matures quickly owing to the long, sunny days of summer. 
The lakes and rivers teem with fish, there is an abundance of game and con- 
siderable mineral wealth, including coal, oil, copper, silver, gold, salt, sulphur, 
ochre, sand for glass making, etc. Timber also is in important supply. 



